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WATFORD PARISH COUNCIL  
 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 13th September 2022 – 
7pm in Watford Village Hall  
 
1.  OPENING PROCEDURES  
The Chairman opened the meeting with a two minutes silence following the death of HM Queen 
Elizabeth II. 
Present – A Cansfield, T Cansfield, P Collins, P Incley (Chairman), W Jenkins, V Knapp, J Powell, 
Clerk - Sue Porter, West Northants Councillor Phil Bignell and 8 members of the public 
The Chairman announced that the meeting is being recorded. 
1.1  Acceptance of Apologies – Nil  
1.2  Approve Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 12th July 2022 – The minutes 
were approved as an accurate record of the meeting and will be signed and dated by the Chairman. 
Proposed by J Powell, seconded by V Knapp and all voted in favour. 
1.3  Declarations of Interests – Personal or Prejudicial  
P Incley– WND/2022/0497 (Personal) & WND/2022/0717 (Personal) 
V Knapp– WND/2022/0497 (Personal) 
 
2.  WEST UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT (Phil Bignell) – Phil asked the PC to consider 
responding to the Boundary Review which will reduce the amount of ward councillors from 93 to 77.  
the consultation ends on 7th November.  The Clerk will add to the October Agenda. The WNC 
finances were under budget by £1million last year, however this year things are more level and all 
expenditure over £500 has to be approved by senior management and there has been a reduction in 
the use of agency staff. The Daventry Council Offices will be sold and all the Planning Department 
will be moved to one location, in Towcester. 

 
3.  MATTERS ARISING  
3.1 Motorway Services Barriers - These are fully operational and remain closed. 
3.2 Play Equipment Proposals – The Clerk will arrange a zoom meeting with Danny Moody (NCALC) 
as an information gathering exercise with moving the plans for the Play Park forward.   
3.3 Grass Verges Mowing - 2023 Season – WNC Highways have confirmed that a grant of £256.53 
will be offered for the 2023 season should the PC decide to take this work in house. The Clerk will 
request a copy of the mowing schedule so that planning by the PC can be arranged for next year. 
3.4 Wildflower Area – Grass Triangle – There are already daffodils planted, and to gain colour for an 
extended period over the spring/summer months, wildflower seeds will be purchased.  A working party 
will be arranged to spray the area off and prepare the ground. 
3.5 Replacement Seat – Station Road – This seat has been installed by A Cansfield and Richard 
Powell and the bin moved from the Village Green, has been positioned beside it. 
3.6 Chairman and Leadership Training – Thursday 13th October 2022 10-12:30pm (Online) – 
Reminder to P Incley and P Collins  
 
4.  BUSINESS 
4.1 Cemetery - Planting of the Jubilee Trees & suggested Rose Garden – The trees are currently 
being cared for by the Powell’s.  A date for planting will be arranged at the October meeting.  These 
will be planted on the left hand side in the Cemetery.  Ken Brand will produce a plan for the proposed 
rose garden, and has offered to include two-three years maintenance.  To discuss further at the 
October meeting. 
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4.2 Community Speedwatch & Traffic Data – The Speedwatch programme produced 50 advisory 
tickets for speeding motorists.  Attempts to have a visit from the Police mobile camera speed van 
have so far proved unsuccessful due to no suitable space to park.  The Clerk will continue to pursue 
this with Matt Mumford (Northants Police).   The speed data figures produced by P Collins indicate 
that the average speed through the village is 26mph.   
The August figures were distorted due to the increase in farming traffic.   
The Chairman reported that Prologis have advised that companies at DIFRT do have advisory routes 
that they use and drivers are encouraged to use these.  
It was agreed that HGV weight restrictions and traffic calming should still be considered. 
P Bignell (WNC) will investigate some advisory “20” mph speed limit signs, which are in West Haddon 
and appear to be quite effective. 
4.3 Churchyard Wall Repairs and proposed new Garden Waste Area – The wall repairs have all been 
completed.  Quotes were provided for a new garden waste area but it was agreed that the area needs 
reducing in size and a wildflower/insect/nature area created.  A working party will be arranged. 
4.4 Litter Bins Review – The new larger bin has been installed at the Village Green.  This is emptied 
by Norse on a regular basis.  V Knapp continues to empty the others on a regular basis.  This will 
continue to be monitored. 
4.5 Insurance Review and Renewal 2022-23 – A quote has been received for £300.00 for the renewal 
and this has been reviewed and agreed as sufficient for the PC’s requirements. V Knapp proposes 
that this is paid, seconded by T Cansfield and all voted in favour. 
4.6 Parish Online Software – To purchase the software for the year would be £180.00 plus VAT.  The 
PC have chosen not to renew, A Cansfield will export as much data as he can. 
4.7 Watford Christmas Fayre – Church Street Road Closure – 10th December 2022 4-7pm.  Noted.  
The notice will be posted at either end of Church Street nearer the time. 
4.8 Councillor E-Mail Addresses – The advantage of PC e-mails were discussed, it was agreed that 
the Chairman and Vice Chairman should have one, with the proposed watfordpc.gov.uk or similar 
being used.  The costs obtained by the Clerk are around £12.00 per year per e-mail address. It was 
approved by all that this be arranged. 
4.9 Recording of Meetings – A draft policy was circulated to all.  It was proposed by P Collins, 
seconded by A Cansfield that this be adopted, all voted in favour. 
4.10 Support for the local community through the energy crisis during the winter months – This  
Idea was discussed by the PC, and the Village Hall Committee agreed to discuss at their next 
meeting.  This will be added to the October meeting for some suggested ideas. 
4.11 Support for Buckby Library & Hub – The Library have discussed ideas to support the vulnerable 
by opening lunchtimes during the winter months during the current energy costs crisis.  The PC 
agreed to support the Library with a donation of £250.00, proposed by V Knapp, seconded by J 
Powell and all voted in favour. 
4.12 NCALC - Civility and Respect Pledge – The Chairman read out the pledge and all voted in favour 
to sign.   
4.13 WNC – Consultation Results on new rules in Public Open Spaces – Information only. Noted. 
4.14 West Haddon Neighbourhood Development Plan – Reviewed August 2022 – Noted. 
4.15 NALC – Option to opt out of the SAAA Central External Auditor Appointment – The PC all agreed 
to remain opted in, as per the NCALC advice.  
4.16 NALC – 75th Northants CALC Annual Conference – 1st October 2022 10-3:30pm – Anyone 
interested in attending is to advise the Clerk by the end of the week so that they can have places 
confirmed. 
4.17 WNC – Consider Alignment of Taxi Fares across the District – This exercise has not been 
undertaken for many years, so will hopefully be of benefit to all. 
4.18 WNC – New Highways Maintenance Contract – This started on 12th September and it is hoped 
that an improvement will be noticed. 
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5. REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS 
5.1 Village Hall - Provided by Geoff Dent - The Trustees would like to place on record their sadness 
at the death of Queen Elizabeth II. Over the last 2 months the hall has been busy with external 
bookings: 17 Bookings in August, 18 Bookings in September and 16 Bookings currently for October.  
All the Trustees have attended Safeguarding Training in the last few months in support of the 
Safeguarding Policy in place for the hall.    
The VH Accounts have been validated and the Charities Commission Return has been filed and 
accepted, along with HMRC Corporation Tax Return. 
The next event at the Hall will be a Quiz Night on October 29th. Tickets are on sale now at £12 
including Fish Supper, or Vegetarian Option.   
5.2 Churchyard & Cemetery – No issues to report. 
5.3 Parish Paths Warden – There are reports of an electric fence on a Right of Way. The landowner 
was present and will take action. 
5.4 Street Lighting – All working correctly. 
5.5 Highways – Discussed earlier in the meeting. 
5.6 Police Liaison – News alerts on cyber-crime will be circulated on social media. 
5.7 Defibrillator – New pads are to be purchased for both adult and children.  It was also mentioned to 
the Village Hall that there should be no parking in front of the unit.     

    
6.  FINANCE 
6.1 Approve Accounts to be paid: 
It was proposed by A Cansfield, seconded by J Powell and all voted in favour to pay the following 
accounts: 
 

Chq No 1384  J Leaning Churchyard Wall Repairs  £ 3,600.00   Open Spaces Act 1906  

Chq No 1385 S Porter Clerk’s Salary – July 2022  £    315.36 LGA 1972 s112 

    Clerk’s Expenses – July 2022 £      24.00 LGA 1972 s112 

Chq No 1386 S Porter Clerk’s Salary – August 2022  £    315.36 LGA 1972 s112 

    Clerk’s Expenses – August 2022 £      36.25 LGA 1972 s112 

Chq No 1387  Leics Gardens  Grass Mowing – July/August 2022 £    500.00 Open Spaces 

           Act 1906 

Chq No 1388  N Power Street Lighting April-June22  £    139.26 PCA1957 s3 

Chq No 1389  Dennetts Jubilee Trees x 4   £    225.80 LGA 1972 s111 

Chq No 1390  Glasdon Seat – Station Road   £    520.93 PCA1957 sl 

    Litter Bin – Village Green  £    273.35 Litter Act 1983 ss56 

Chq No 1391  H Mockett Tree Maintenance - Churchyard £    485.00 LGA1972 s215 

Chq No 1392  HMRC  PAYE 2022/23 Q1   £    331.24   LGA 1972 s112 

 
PAYMENTS RECEIVED 
Nat West     Interest (July/August 22) £       2.60     
 
Bank Balances 
(as at 31/08/2022) - £ 14,974.21 
 
7. PLANNING 
WND/2022/0497(Amended) – Two storey side/rear extension with first floor balcony – Ivy Cottage, 
34 Station Road, Watford  
No Objections  
 
WND/2022/0717 – Change of use of barn from agricultural use to Class B2/B8 – Two Hides Farm, 
Long Buckby Road, Watford  
No Objections  
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PLANNING PERMISSIONS GRANTED 
The Parish Council noted the following planning permissions granted:  
WND/2022/0406 - Single storey front and side extensions.  Two storey side extension and 
construction of new first floor rear sun deck.  Detached garage and new gym outbuilding - Paddock 
Cottage, Crick Road, Watford 
WND/2021/0834 – Lawful Development Certificate (Existing) for use of part of first floor as four 
bedroom HMO – Mango Lounge, Station Road, Watford  
WND/2021/0851 – Lawful Development Certificate (Existing) for use of part of ground floor as 1 x 1 
bed self-contained unit, use of first floor for 6 x 1 bed self-contained units and use of second floor for 
1 x 2 bed unit – Mango Lounge, Station Road, Watford 
 
PLANNING APPLICATION WITHDRAWN 
The Parish Council noted the following withdrawn application: 
WND/2022/0054 – Construction of a pair of semi-detached dwellings – Land adj 10 Main Street, 
Watford 
 
8. PUBLIC TIME –  
A parishioner has offered to assist with the grass verges mowing in 2023, which was much 
appreciated.   
There is currently an exhibition in the Church for HM Queen Elizabeth II.  Many thanks were given to 
the Church for opening 24/7 for the period of mourning and providing the condolence book.  The 
Harvest Festival will follow on 25th September.  
A letter was received from a parishioner, which was deemed to be a private matter involving a 
councillor, so will be discussed in a closed meeting.  
 
 
Date of next Parish Council Meeting – Tuesday 11th October 2022 - 7pm  

        

 
Meeting Closed: 8:21pm                                                                                  


