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WATFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 12th October 2021 —
7pm in Watford Village Hall

1. 1. OPENING PROCEDURES

Present — T Cansfield, P Collins, K Cox (Chairman), W Jenkins, V Knapp, J Powell, Clerk - Sue
Porter, West Northants Councillor P Bignell, 5 members of the public, and 8 attendees on Zoom

1.1 Acceptance of Apologies — P Incley (work)

1.2 Approve Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 14th September 2021 — The
minutes were approved by P Collins, seconded by J Powell and all voted in favour that the minutes
were an accurate record and will be signed and dated by the Chairman.

1.3 Declarations of Interests — Personal or Prejudicial — Nil

2. MATTERS ARISING

2.1 Village Waste Bins — K Cox advised that the post for the bin along the Kilsby Road has been
installed and the waste bin will be installed shortly. The two other bins are being well used and
many thanks were given to V Knapp for her assistance in emptying these.

3. BUSINESS

3.1 Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 2022 — V Knapp has agreed to be the PC representative,
along with K Brand from the Village Hall Committee. Meetings will be held to move the plans forward
and include all within the parish.

3.2 Motorway Services Barriers — Both barriers remains open at the motorway services. The Clerk
will contact Planning Enforcement, as these were part of the conditions with the recent Costa
application, and Kevin Fagan (WNC) will be copied in.

3.3 HGV 7.5t Weight Restriction — Enquiries have been made to WNC Highways, and these need to
continue with K Fagan (WNC) being copied in to all emails.

3.4 ldeas for Young People in the Village — A meeting has been held between V Knapp and
Wicksteed Leisure. A plan will be produced from Wicksteed within 3-4 weeks and the preferred site
option will be to the rear of the Wheelwrights Arms. Other areas in the village will also be considered,
including a piece of land opposite the Village Hall.

3.5 Village Green — Maintenance Proposals from the Village Hall Committee — The Village Hall
Trustees are offering to take over the care of the Village Green.to save the facility being lost to the
community. It is proposed by NFP that another area of open space to the rear of the pub is created for
community use, with the Village Green returning to grazing. This will be discussed further in
November, once more information is received from the Village Hall.

3.6 Churchyard Wall Maintenance — K Cox and J Powell met with Tom Freezer (WNC) with regards to
the Churchyard wall, and a report is expected from him shortly. It will then need to be ascertained
whom is responsible for the payment of any repairs.

3.7 Defibrillator Maintenance — K Cox has purchased replacement pads for the defibrillator, as the
others are due to expire. An annual maintenance inspection will be undertaken.

3.8 Approve Purchase of Poppy Wreath (S137) — It was approved by all that a wreath for £30.00 will
be purchased for Remembrance Sunday.

3.9 West Northamptonshire Strategic Plan - Spatial Options Consultation — Briefing Sessions — The
PC will discuss further in November once more information is known.

3.10 Notification of Formal Public Consultation on the Kilsby Draft Neighbourhood Development Plan
Review (NDP Review) — Noted, no response required.
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3.11 Cycleway/Footway — Watford to Murcott — There is no funding available for this project from
WNC Highways. Should any funding be available, then the PC agreed that a low cost traffic calming
scheme would be the preferred option. K Cox confirmed that the Community Speedwatch programme
is back up and running after lockdown. The mobile police speed van visited the area last week and
caught no offenders. It was agreed that the flashing speed sign may need to be relocated to enable
more effective use.

3.12 Guide Dog Sponsorship — This will be a village proposal, rather than a PC one.

4. WEST UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT

P Bignell — The PC were urged to respond to the West Northamptonshire Strategic Plan
consultation and the impact of a possible 5,000 homes in Long Buckby. Finances from the first six
months at WNC are looking healthy.

5. REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS

5.1 Village Hall — Maintenance - Main ramp to building replaced. Car park drain re-instated. Car park
surface pending, following contractor issues. Faulty light fitting in entrance hall replaced. Faulty
dimmer switch in main hall replaced. Dishwasher repaired (new elements installed). Stage extension
underway. Autumn tidy up of exterior grounds planned.

Bookings Status - 17 separate bookings for October.

Up & Coming Events - Murder Mystery Night, Poppy Appeal Brunch, Car Meet & Art Exhibition, Thai
Food Night & Quiz, Christmas Fayre

5.2 Churchyard & Cemetery — The tree maintenance works have been completed at the Churchyard
and the Cemetery. It was agreed that more regular tree maintenance in the Cemetery will mean less
major works required in the future. The path in the Cemetery is in need of levelling and edging and a
working party will be planned. The grass cutting is all going well.

5.3 Parish Paths Warden — There has been some zoom training for reporting faults on the “Fix my
Street” system. V Knapp has reported several faults, which are being investigated by WNC.

5.4 Street Lighting — The street light outside Woodlands Court has been reported for repair.

5.5 Highways — Nothing further to add which has not been discussed already.

Guests — Northamptonshire Police — Steve Galloway and Zoe Penny

A Watford resident has been interviewed and charged with three incidents in the parish. The Police
have attended the meeting this evening to reassure all residents that this is now under control and
they have the situation in hand. This has now been passed to the Courts to deal with the three
offences, a further two offences had insufficient evidence to proceed further.

6. FINANCE

6.1 Approve Accounts to be paid

It was proposed by J Powell, seconded by V Knapp and all voted in favour to pay the following
accounts:

Chq No 1346 S Porter Clerk’s Salary — Sept 2021 £ 322.40 LGA 1972 s112
Clerk’s Expenses — Sept 2021 £ 24.00 LGA 1972 s112
Chq No 1347 Leics Gardens Grass Mowing — Aug 2021 £ 500.00 Open Spaces
Churchyard & Cemetery x 2 Act 1906
Chq No 1348 H Mockett Cemetery Tree Works £ 499.00 Open Spaces
Act 1906
Churchyard Tree Works £ 300.00 Open Spaces
Act 1906
Chq No 1349 K Cox Expenses: £ 298.20
Waste Bins x 3 £255.00 Litter Act 1983
ssH6
Defibrillator Pads £43.20 LGA 1972 s111
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PAYMENTS RECEIVED
Nat West Interest £ 0.13
WNC 1/2 Year Precept £ 6,750.00

Bank Balances
(as at 30/09/2021) - £ 20,295.92

7. PLANNING

WND/2021/0491 — Retrospective application for construction of café building, alterations to external
elevations on main building and extensions to decking area — Mango Lounge, Station Road,
Watford

The Parish Council are not in support of this application and will not be providing a comment
either way.

WND/2021/0545 — Removal of tree within a conservation area — 1 Fog Cottages, Station Road,
Watford

No objections to this application being given approval, providing a suitable replacement is
planted.

8. PUBLIC TIME

It was mentioned by one of the parishioners that part of the Mango Lounge car park is in the Grand
Union Canal Conservation Area, and this should be of interest to the Planning Officers.

Kevin Cox announced that he would be resigning from the PC due to work commitments. Many

thanks were given by all for all his hard work over the past couple of years and being an excellent
Chairman under some challenging times.

Date of next Parish Council Meeting — Tuesday 9th November 2021 — 7pm - Watford Village Hall

Meeting Closed: 8:10pm



