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WATFORD PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 11th June 2024 – 7pm in Watford Village Hall 

1.  OPENING PROCEDURES 
Present – T Cansfield, P Collins, E Garwood, P Incley (Chairman), V Knapp, J Powell, Phil Bignell (WNC) and Clerk - Sue Porter
1.1 Acceptance of Apologies – A Cansfield 
1.2 Approve Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 14th May 2024 – J Powell proposed that the minutes be approved as an accurate record of the meeting, seconded by E Garwood and all voted in favour.  The minutes will be signed and dated by the Chairman.
1.3 Declarations of Interest – Personal or Prejudicial – Nil 
2.
WEST UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT – Phil Bignell – The WNC budget is balancing and on track. There will be a £10million capital investment in Highways announced shortly.
3. PUBLIC TIME – Nil
4. BUSINESS
(V Knapp arrives)
4.1 Review & Adopt Financial Regulations (2024 version) – The new regulations were discussed in detail and it was then proposed by P Collins that these be adopted by the PC, seconded by 
T Cansfield and all voted in favour.  These will be filed and uploaded to the website.
4.2 Village Gateways Project – No further update at the moment.
4.3 D Day Commemorations – Thursday 6th June 2024 – This was a successful event with a good turnout from local parishioners.  The complimentary food provided by the PC was much appreciated and the bar takings were good for the Village Hall Committee.  Many thanks were given to all involved in the arrangements.  Plans for commemorating VE/VJ Day in 2025 will be discussed later in the year.
4.4 20mph Advisory Speed Signs – A walkabout is arranged for Sunday 23rd June to agree the locations for the new signs and to re-position the current signs, to help improve their effectiveness.
4.5 Community Payback Scheme – Cemetery – The start date is expected within the next couple of weeks once the weather improves.
4.6 Cemetery – Proposed Noticeboard – Defer until July.
4.7 Highways Meeting – Follow up – Phil Bignell has chased a response following the meeting held with Phil Larrett back in January.  There has been a few pot holes filled along the Long Buckby Road.
4.8 West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) – Open Space Assessment Consultation – It was agreed by all that the risk of large scale development within the parish is minimal.  There are no areas of parish land to identify.
4.9 New Bank Account & Online Banking – Unity Trust Bank – The Clerk is to submit the budget preparation form for 2024/25, last 6 months bank statements, copy of standing orders and the official letterhead to continue the application process.
5. REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS

5.1 Village Hall – The AGM was held in May and Howard Gilbert remains as Chairman.  The finances are healthy along with the bookings for 2025. A Treasurer is required, although Geoff Dent remains in the post in the interim period.
5.2 Churchyard & Cemetery - A Cansfield and P Incley will update the burial records and produce a plan for the village noticeboard, once this has been purchased. The lack of grass mowing has been noted. The path edging is required to be undertaken.
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5.3 Village Green – The grass mowing for 2024 is not good. The contractor is not using equipment suitable for the job.  The Chairman has agreed to have a chat with them when they are next in the village.  The purchase of a second hand lawnmower, for use by the PC and volunteers, was agreed, subject to the Village Hall agreeing to store in the container, with the fuel can. E Garwood was appointed representative for The Green.
5.4 Parish Paths Warden – The damaged kerb stones have been repaired in Church Street.  Many paths are overgrown and need cutting back.
5.5 Street Lighting – All working well.
5.6 Highways – P Collins will provide the traffic data for the July meeting.
5.7 Drains – No problems to report.
5.8 Police Liaison - There has been a caravan theft in the village recently.
5.9 Defibrillator & Bleed Kit – All OK.
6.  FINANCE

6.1 Approve Accounts to be paid:

It was proposed by J Powell that the following accounts be paid, seconded by V Knapp and all voted in favour:
Chq No 1480
 S Porter

Clerk’s Salary – May 2024

£    339.00
LGA 1972 s112







Clerk’s Expenses – May 2024
£      83.60
LGA 1972 s112

Chq No 1481
 Leics Gardens
Mowing – Cem/Church/Green
£    760.00
LGA 1972 s111




 

(April 2024 x 2)









TOTAL 
£ 1,182.60



 


BANK BALANCE (as at 30/04/2024) - £ 15,621.34 

7. PLANNING 
2024/1347/ADV – Retention of 6 flag poles (retrospective) - The Waterfront, Station Road, Watford 

Watford Parish Council OBJECT to the above retrospective planning application on the following grounds;

CONSERVATION AREA - The flagpoles sit within the Grand Union Canal Conservation Area and we feel that 6 flag poles is an excessive amount and not in keeping with a Conservation Area.

In the planning application the manager of the 70 One Restaurant writes "As the area is a passing junction with no foot flowing traffic and passing customers we have been very slow in terms of business. So we decided to try and gain some attention from the community who may use the road for travelling by car"
From the outside it does indeed look like the business has little or no customers and we understand a business's desire to increase trade. However we have seen no evidence locally of more suitable promotion and advertising such as in the local press, social media or flyers so struggle to accept the justification for the flagpoles on the grounds of improving trade. 

NOISE
The Parish Council have received complaints from residents living around the restaurant regarding noise from the flags when flying and cords flapping against the flagpoles when not. Six flagpoles seem an excessive number and the noise created is having an impact on the resident’s daily lives. The Parish Council have listened to the residents' concerns and believe they should be supported. It is also believed that the front part of the building is a HMO and Airbnb and so the flagpoles are not in front of the rear part of the building from which the restaurant operates. 

Date of next Parish Council Meeting – Tuesday 9th July 2024 - 7pm 

Meeting Closed: 8:05pm                         
