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WATFORD PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 8th April 2025 – 7pm in Watford Village Hall 

1.  OPENING PROCEDURES 
Present – A Cansfield, T Cansfield, P Collins, E Garwood, P Incley (Chairman), V Knapp, P Bignell (WNC) and Clerk - Sue Porter 
1.1  Acceptance of Apologies – J Powell 
1.2 Approve Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 11th March 2025 – The minutes were approved as an accurate record of the meeting and will be signed and dated by the Chairman.  Proposed by T Cansfield, seconded by V Knapp and all voted in favour.
1.3 Declarations of Interest – Personal or Prejudicial – Nil 
2. WEST UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT – Phil Bignell – There have been £115million of savings under the Unitary Council. The finances are now on a balanced budget.  The biggest expenditure remains with the Adult and Child Social Care.
3. PUBLIC TIME – Nil 
4.  BUSINESS
4.1 Parish Council Elections – 1st May 2025 – The deadline for nominations was 2nd April, with 7 candidates applying for the 7 seats, there is no election required.  Many thanks were given to the outgoing councillors, J Powell, V Knapp and P Collins.
4.2 Approve 2025-26 PC Meeting Dates – It was approved by all that the May meeting be moved to Tuesday 20th May at 7:30pm.  The Annual Parish Meeting will start on the same night at 7pm.  Meetings moving forward into 2025/26 will all start at 7:30pm on the second Tuesday of the month, apart from August and February.
4.3 Village Gateways – It was agreed that planters will be made and then planted with bulbs/flowers at the four gateways.  It was proposed by T Cansfield, seconded by V Knapp that a budget of £600 be approved for the project, all voted in favour. Sponsorship of these could be offered to local businesses.
4.3.1 Gateway Reflectors Update – Phil Bignell advised that there is a convention for the colour of reflectors whereby the red reflectors are used on the nearside and white reflectors on the offside – so on the approach, red is on the left and white is on the right. The Chairman confirmed that this is the case on three of the gateways in the parish but the Kilsby Road one has no reflectors. 
4.4 Cemetery – Restorative Justice Project - Defer to May.
4.5 Village Hall – Land Registration – Ongoing process.
4.6 OPFCC Grant Application for additional VAS Units – The Chairman had a meeting with Steve Barber (Highways) and agreed two locations for the additional VAS units; one to be placed on the West Haddon Road and one on Station Road. These are movable and can be turned around.  
A quote will be sent over from Steve and then the grant application completed by the Clerk.
4.7 West Northamptonshire Local Plan – Briefing Session (3rd April 2025) – Await the presentation slides from the session.
4.8 HGV Monitoring through the Village – Update from P Collins – The latest figures have been circulated to all councillors.  Speeding does not appear to the main issue but more the volume of HGV’s that come through the village.  
4.9 VE Day Commemorations & Beacon Lighting – Thursday 8th May 2025 – The bar will be open for drinks and run by the VH Committee from 6pm.  The PC will run the free BBQ from 7-9pm, with the beacon lighting taking place at 9:30pm.  A budget of £150.00 was agreed for the food, proposed by T Cansfield, seconded by V Knapp and all voted in favour.
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4.10 Anglian Water Community Work – 30th April 2025 – A gang of ten is planned to attend and the jobs proposed by the PC are the edging of the paths and painting of the bus stop and beacon.  The PC will provide the equipment.  A Cansfield and P Incley will be available on the day to co-ordinate.
4.11 Grand Union Canal Transfer Project – This is a project to transfer the water from the Midlands down to the south of the country.   Communications will continue to be relayed to the parishes.
4.12 Clerk’s Annual Appraisal – A meeting will be held with the Clerk, Chairman and Vice Chairman with a proposal for the May meeting.
5. REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS

5.1 Village Hall – Booking remain healthy, with both regular bookings and parties.  The damaged fence is still not fixed.
5.2 Churchyard & Cemetery – Grass mowing looks good.  Cemetery plans to be submitted to 
A Cansfield for posting on the noticeboard.
5.3 The Green – Grass mowing all OK.
5.4 Parish Paths Warden – The Kilsby Road verge was reported on Fix my Street but did not fit the criteria for repairs.  The water leak remains.
5.5 Street Lighting – All working OK.
5.6 Highways – Dan Lister is continuing to pursue the Watford to Long Buckby road repairs with Highways and hopes to get a result within 4 weeks. Some pot hole repairs have been undertaken around the parish but very random.
5.7 Drains – All OK.
5.8 Police Liaison - Any updates are being posted on the website.
5.9 Defibrillator & Bleed Kit – All working OK.
6.  FINANCE

6.1 Approve Accounts to be paid:
It was proposed by T Cansfield, seconded by E Garwood that the following payment be made, all voted in favour.
Chq No 1517
Mrs S Porter

Clerk’s Salary – March 2025

£   352.18
LGA1972  s112





Clerk’s Expenses – March 2025
£     30.00
LGA 1972 s112








TOTAL 
£   382.18

PAYMENTS RECEIVED

Nat West 



Interest – February 2025

£       9.78 









TOTAL
£       9.78

 


BANK BALANCE (as at 28/02/2025) - £ 10,280.75

7. PLANNING 

2025/0544/S73 - Variation of Condition 2 of Approved 2023/6605/FULL (Detached Dwelling and Associated Works at 10 Main St) to vary the following:-

a) Omission of Chimney, b) Brick Arched Heads to North Elevation omitted, c) Omission of 1st Floor window, d) Utility side access door added, e) Bathroom window relocated from Eastern to Southern

Elevation (milk glazed) f) Southern Elevation Window/Patio Doors handed, g) En-suite window (milk glazed) added to Western Elevation – 10 Main Street, Watford 
Watford Parish Council has no objection to the above application.

However we wish to express our concern to the case officer at the lax interpretations of the original planning permission and the amount of variations done afterwards.

There have been 3 variations to the plan so far, all of which have been retrospective planning applications. 
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While we do not have issues with the changes to the planning, we do feel that they are abusing the retrospective applications route. 

We were under the impression builders build to a plan, not make it up as they go along. 

We particularly wish to draw attention to condition 12 of 2023/6605/FULL with regards to the front stone wall;  

12. The existing front boundary wall shall be afforded protection during construction in accordance with details to be agreed in writing by the LPA and thereafter shall be retained and shall not be altered, removed without the prior written consent of the LPA. Reason: In the interest of visual amenity of the area as the wall makes a positive contribution to the street scene and is a good example of this type of boundary feature which is characteristic of this part of Watford village. The condition is imposed to afford the LPA the opportunity of assessing the impact of any changes to the wall upon the character and appearance of the street scene.

We note that as construction of the dwelling concludes that another section of the front stone wall has been removed to allow access to the front door, in addition to that already removed for off road parking. Nowhere in the planning documents can we see that prior written consent from the LPA has been given.

8. CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE – Nil 
Meeting Closed: 8:10pm
Next Meeting Date – Annual Parish Meeting – Tuesday 20th May 2025 7pm



Annual Meeting of the Parish Council - 7:30pm 

