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WATFORD PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 10th March 2026 – 7:30pm in Watford Village Hall 

1.  OPENING PROCEDURES 
Present – A Gallone, C Gallone, A Cansfield (Chairman), T Cansfield, E Garwood, P Harrison and Clerk - Sue Porter 
1.1  Acceptance of Apologies – P Incley and D Lister (WNC)
1.2 Approve Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 13th January 2026 – It was proposed by 
T Cansfield, seconded by E Garwood and all voted in favour that the minutes were an accurate record of the meeting and will be signed and dated by the Chairman.
1.3 Declarations of Interest – Nil 
2.  WEST UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT (Daniel Lister) – No report received.
3. PUBLIC TIME – Nil 

4.  BUSINESS
4.1 Village Hall – Land Registration (Update of contact details) – No further update.
4.2 Traffic Calming Scheme – Main Street/Station Road – Road closure was planned for 9th-20th March, however no works have yet started.
      4.2.1 Approve Street Lighting Design – It was proposed by T Cansfield, seconded by C Gallone    
      that the street lighting design is approved.
4.3 OPFCC Grant Application for additional VAS Units – A new form has been completed for the funding scheme along with a letter of support provided by D Lister.
4.4 Cremated Remains/Burial Plots – Cemetery – A site visit is planned with A Cansfield, P Incley and the Clerk.
4.5 AmcoGiffen (Network Rail Contract) – Maintenance of the village noticeboard has been agreed.
4.6 Parish Litter Pick – The Clerk will order litter pickers and hoops at a cost of £50.57. A date will be arranged for the start of April to undertake the litter pick; volunteers will be asked to join in.
4.7 WNC – Local Plan Consultation – C Gallone has provided a response on behalf of the PC.
4.8 WNC - Parish & Town Council Election Recharge Consultation – Noted.
4.9 Grand Union Canal Transfer – Launch of Phase Two Consultation – This will be circulated for all councillors to review.
4.10 WNC - Local Nature Recovery Strategy - Public Consultation – Noted, not relevant to the parish.
4.11 Northants CALC Strategic Plan – Engagement Sessions – Monday 23rd March 2026 – Noted.
5. REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS

5.1 Village Hall (P Incley) – No update.
5.2 Churchyard & Cemetery (A Cansfield) – As discussed in Item 4.4, a meeting will be arranged in the Cemetery.  T Cansfield will relocate the rose bushes.  A map of the burial, cremated remains and reserved plots will be posted on the noticeboard and on the website.
5.3 The Green (E Garwood) – Grass mowing season is about to start, the orchard trees which have been recently planted are doing well.
5.4 Parish Paths Warden (E Garwood) – It was noted whilst in Althorp, the waymarkers along the Rights of Way have a QR code which shows details of the route.  Eve was asked to obtain a photograph and A Cansfield will investigate arranging the same for the parish.
5.5 Street Lighting (T Cansfield) – All working ok.
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5.6 Highways & Drains (P Harrison) – Following the site meetings, the A5 Road Safety Assessment has been completed.  The conclusion is that additional signage is needed, improved road markings and friction surface, along with VAS devices installed. These could take up to 5 years to implement. It would not be feasible to reduce the 60mph speed limit to 50mph.  Survey works are expected in 2026/27 and a further update will be provided in 6 months.  


There are many serious pot holes around the parish, the more reports on Fix my Street the better, along with photographs. A Cansfield has noted some small areas identified in Church Street, and it will be interesting to monitor these.
5.7 Police Liaison (A Gallone) – A seminar is being held online at the end of the month.
5.8 Defibrillator & Bleed Kit (T Cansfield) – All working fine.
6.  FINANCE

Approve Accounts to be paid:
It was proposed by C Gallone that the following accounts be paid, seconded by T Cansfield and all voted in favour;
BACS
Mrs S Porter


Clerk’s Salary – January 2026
£    397.58
LGA 1972 s112





Clerk’s Expenses – January 2026
£      24.00
LGA 1972 s112
BACS
Mrs S Porter


Clerk’s Salary – February 2026
£    397.58
LGA 1972 s112





Clerk’s Expenses – February 2026
£      24.00
LGA 1972 s112
BACS
HMRC 


PAYE 2025/26 Q3


£    340.58
LGA 1972 s112
BACS
Parish Online 


Annual Website Service

£    336.00
LGA 1972 s111








TOTAL 
£ 1,519.74

PAYMENTS RECEIVED

Nat West 



Interest – Jan 26


£        0.04 









TOTAL
£        0.04
BANK BALANCES (as at 28/02/2026)  

Unity Trust – Current Account 

£       798.61

Unity Trust – Instant Access 


£  11,076.47  

Nat West – Deposit Account 


£       255.43





TOTAL 
£  12,130.51

7.  PLANNING 

2026/0449/FULL - Proposed single storey rear extension and two storey side extension. New access and re positioning of existing window – 10 Main Street, Watford 
The PC would like to raise the following objections to this application:
It does not respect the contribution, to the look of the village, of the existing building and the quality of its surroundings, bearing in mind the building has a group value due to being semi detached
It will impact light/view of neighbouring garden (No 11)
It will obscure the light and view from the two windows of new property (No 9)
Will possibly have a negative impact on neighbouring property value.
Loss of 2-3 parking spaces in lay-by and loss of stone wall, and is out of keeping with street scene of village
8.  CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1 Ashby Road, Watford – Road Closure - 20th April 2026 (off-peak for 5 days) (Highways – Carriageway Repairs) – Noted 
Meeting Closed: 8:10pm
