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WATFORD PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 12th May 2026 – 7:30pm in Watford Village Hall 

1.  OPENING PROCEDURES 
Present – C Gallone, T Cansfield, P Harrison, P Incley (Chairman) and Clerk - Sue Porter 
1.1  Election of Chairman and Acceptance of Office – T Cansfield proposed that P Incley be elected as Chairman, seconded by C Gallone and all voted in favour.  The Acceptance of Office was signed.
1.2  Election of Vice Chairman and Acceptance of Office – T Cansfield proposed that A Cansfield be elected as Vice Chairman, seconded by P Harrison, and all voted in favour.
1.3   Acceptance of Apologies – A Cansfield, A Gallone, E Garwood
1.4  Review of Standing Orders – The new Model 2025 Standing Orders have been circulated and will be adopted at the next PC Meeting
1.5  Review of Financial Regulations – All OK.
1.6 Review of Policies & PC Risk Assessment – All OK.  A draft IT Policy will be circulated for the next meeting for review and adopting.
1.7  Review of Asset Register – Add the Cemetery warning sign to the Asset Register.
1.8  Assign Parish Councillor’s Area of Responsibilities for 2026-27:
* Parish Paths Warden – E Garwood
* Bins – A Gallone
* Highways & Drains – P Harrison
* Churchyard & Cemetery & The Green – A Cansfield 
* Street Lighting – T Cansfield
* Police Liaison Representative – A Gallone
* Defibrillator & Bleed Kit – T Cansfield
* Planning – C Gallone
* Village Hall – P Incley 
* Internal Checker – P Incley 
1.9   Approve Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 14th April 2026 – It was proposed by T Cansfield, seconded by C Gallone and all voted in favour that the minutes were an accurate record of the meeting and will be signed and dated by the Chairman.
1.10 Declarations of Interest – Personal or Prejudicial – Nil 
2.  WEST UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT (Daniel Lister) – No report received.
3. PUBLIC TIME – Nil
4.  BUSINESS
4.1 Village Hall – Land Registration (Update of contact details) – No update, remove from agenda until confirmation has been received.
4.2 Traffic Calming Scheme – Main Street/Station Road – Road Closure Planned 19th May-2nd June 2026 – Noted.  The closure has been posted on the social media channels, noticeboard and website.
4.3 OPFCC Grant Application for additional VAS Units – No update received, the Clerk will request a progress update.
4.4 Cremated Remains/Burial Plots – Watford Cemetery – There has been no further communication from the Bush family.  The Cemetery warning sign has been installed by P Incley and A Cansfield.  The Cemetery Regulations and Fees will be reviewed at the July PC Meeting.
4.5 AmcoGiffen (Network Rail Contract) – Noticeboard Maintenance – A date is due to be provided in May.
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4.6 Parish Litter Pick – This was held recently and was a successful event, another one will be planned.  The litter pickers and hoops will be added to the Asset Register.
4.7 WNC – Proposed New Off-Street Parking Order TRO (Car Parks) – Parking charges over three hours are being considered.  Disabled car parking in the car parks is no longer free.
5. REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS

5.1 Village Hall (P Incley) – The update was covered in the APM earlier.
5.2 Churchyard & Cemetery (A Cansfield) – No report.
5.3 The Green (E Garwood) – No report.
5.4 Parish Paths Warden (E Garwood) – No report.
5.5 Street Lighting (T Cansfield) – All working well.  A request from the Police for an ANPR camera to be installed was approved.
5.6 Highways & Drains (P Harrison) – Drain is blocked, this has been reported on Fix my Street by 
C Gallone, with a fix date of June 2027. 
5.7 Police Liaison (A Gallone) – Annual report has been received, this will be circulated and posted on the website.
5.8 Defibrillator & Bleed Kit (T Cansfield) – All working OK.
6.  FINANCE

Approve Accounts to be paid:
It was proposed by C Gallone, seconded by T Cansfield that the following accounts be paid:
BACS
Mrs S Porter

Clerk’s Salary – April 2026

£    397.78
LGA 1972 s112





Clerk’s Expenses – April 2026
£      24.00
LGA 1972 s112
BACS
E-On


Street Lighting Maint – Jan-Mar26
£      45.60
PCA1957 s3







TOTAL 
£    467.38
PAYMENTS RECEIVED

Nat West 


Interest – March 26


£        0.04    

WNC



½ Year Precept


£ 9,620.00







TOTAL
£ 9,620.04         
BANK BALANCES (as at 12/05/2026)  

Unity Trust – Current Account 
£    10,582.29
Unity Trust – Instant Access 

£      8,636.05

Nat West – Deposit Account 

£         255.51

7. CORRESPONDENCE 

7.1 Long Buckby Road, Watford – Road Closure – 24th-26th June 2026 (Anglian Water – Repair an Air Valve) – Noted.
7.2 Station Road/Main Street, Watford – Road Closure – 19th June 2026 – CCTV Survey of Drainage – Noted.
Meeting Closed: 8:35pm
