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WATFORD PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 9th June 2026 – 7:30pm in Watford Village Hall 

1.  OPENING PROCEDURES 
Present – T Cansfield, E Garwood, P Harrison (Chairman), Clerk - Sue Porter and 1 member of the public
1.1  Acceptance of Apologies – A Cansfield, A Gallone, C Gallone, P Incley, D Lister (WNC)
1.2 Approve Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on Tuesday 12th May 2026 – It was proposed by 
T Cansfield, seconded by E Garwood and all voted in favour that the minutes were an accurate record of the meeting and will be signed and dated by the Chairman.
1.3 Declarations of Interest – Personal or Prejudicial – Nil 
2.  WEST UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT (Daniel Lister) – No report received.
3. PUBLIC TIME – Nil 
4. BUSINESS
4.1 Review and Approve Model Standing Orders 2025 – Defer to July.
4.2 Traffic Calming Scheme – Main Street/Station Road – The works have now been completed and the success of its implementation will be monitored. P Harrison will contact Paul Collins for any traffic data updates.
     4.2.1 LED Street Light Returned – There are two new street lights in place and the LED lamp 
which has been removed, will be placed in storage for future use.
4.3 OPFCC Grant Application for additional VAS Units – It has been advised that the PC, if successful, are only entitled to maximum funding of £2,500 due to the previous grant received for the gateway project.  A Section 50 licence would also be required for the new VAS units, therefore it may be worth monitoring the new newly installed traffic calming measures before proceeding with the cost and implementation of new units.
4.4 Cremated Remains/Burial Plots – Watford Cemetery – Defer to July.
4.5 AmcoGiffen (Network Rail Contract) – Noticeboard Maintenance – Await a date for the refurbishment works to be undertaken this month.
4.6 Internal Audit Report 2025-26
4.6.1 Draft IT Policy to Review – Defer to July.
      4.6.2 Consider Reserves – P Incley/RFO to consider when preparing the budget for 2027/28.
      4.6.3 Advised to close Nat West Account – A letter will be sent to close the account and transfer the remaining funds to Unity Bank.
4.7 Approve Annual Governance Statement 2025-26 - It was proposed by T Cansfield, seconded by E Garwood that the Annual Governance Statement be signed, dated by the Chairman and RFO and uploaded to the website.
4.8 Approve Annual Accounting Statement 2025-26 - It was proposed by T Cansfield, seconded by 
E Garwood that the Annual Accounting Statement be signed, dated by the Chairman and RFO and uploaded to the website.
4.9 Approve Certificate of Exemption 2025-26 - It was proposed by E Garwood, seconded by 
T Cansfield that the Certificate of Exemption be signed, dated by the Chairman and RFO, uploaded to the website and submitted to the External Auditor.
4.10 Approve Public Rights Notice Dates – 11th June-22nd July 2026 – This will be posted on the noticeboard and website.
4.11 WNC – Local Transport Plan Workshop – New Freight Action Plan – Thursday 2nd July 2026 
2-4pm – Noted.
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5. REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS

5.1 Village Hall (P Incley) – Bookings are steady and finances healthy. The fence has been repaired.
5.2 Churchyard, Cemetery & The Green (A Cansfield) – No report.
5.3 Parish Paths Warden (E Garwood) – All good.
5.4 Street Lighting (T Cansfield) – All working fine.
5.5 Highways & Drains (P Harrison) – All OK.
5.6 Police Liaison (A Gallone) – No report.
5.7 Defibrillator & Bleed Kit (T Cansfield) – All working fine.
6.  FINANCE
It was proposed by T Cansfield, seconded by E Garwood and approved by all that the following accounts be paid:
BACS
Mrs S Porter


Clerk’s Salary – May 2026

£     397.58
LGA 1972 s112




Clerk’s Expenses – May 2026
£       72.75     
LGA 1972 s112
BACS
Leics Gardens 

Grass Mowing x 4 – March/April 26
£  1,824.00
HA1980 s96 










TOTAL 
£  2,294.33

PAYMENTS RECEIVED

Nat West 



Interest – April 26


£        0.04    

HMRC




VAT Return 2025-26 


£ 2,151.45

White & Joyce 


Memorial Fee (Robertson)

£    230.00

Williams



Memorial Fee



£    230.00










TOTAL
£  2,611.49      
BANK BALANCES (as at 02/06/2026)  

Unity Trust – Current Account 
£   5,219.36    

Unity Trust – Instant Access 

£ 16,136.05   

Nat West – Deposit Account (30/04) £      255.55

7. PLANNING

2026/1881/FULL - Two storey extension and construction of a pole barn – Laundry Cottage, 3 Church Street, Watford
No Objections 
2026/1074/FULL - Change of use of agricultural land to a commercial dog walking field (private hire), including erection of secure boundary fencing and creation of a new vehicular access, together with formation of gravel car parking area to serve the existing livery and siting of storage containers, and associated works – Home Farm Cottage, Crick Road, Watford 

No Objections 

PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED
The Parish Council noted the following planning permission granted:
2026/1421/FULL - Two storey rear extension, single storey rear extension and one and a half storey side extension. Installation of solar panels on the front and rear roofs and an air source heat pump on the side elevation – 1 Main Street, Watford 

8. CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1 Long Buckby Road, Watford – Road Closure – 24th-26th June 2026 (Anglian Water – Repair an Air Valve) - Noted
8.2 Station Road/Main Street, Watford – Road Closure – 19th June 2026 – CCTV Survey of Drainage - Noted
Meeting Closed: 7:48pm
